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Notes on Some New Zealand Plants and Descriptions 
of New Species. 

By G. Simpson and the late J. Scott Thomson. 

[Read before the Otago Branch, November 10, 19^2; received by the Editor, 
July 7, 194S; issued separately, December, 19^3.1 

Ranunchlaceab. 

Ranunculus sericophyllus var. simpsonii (Ckn. et Allan) Simpn. 
et Thomn. 

The authors’ (1942—22) record for the occurrence of this plant 
at Lake Man, Amuri Pass, must he deleted. Some hybrids bfetween 
the local forms of 2?. monroi and R. ewysii show a remarkable re¬ 
semblance. 

Ranunculus depressus T. Kirk var. stewajrtiae var. nov. 

Ab typo foliis late deltoideis, 6-8 mm. diam., floribus fere 
sessilibus recedit. 

A small, closely matted, pale green plant 2—3 cm. high, spread¬ 
ing by short arching stolons. Roots slender, soft, white. Leaves 
radical, 3 cm. long; petiole much longer than the blade, slender, de¬ 
pressed, ascendant at the tip, flattened, mottled with black, sparsely 
■dotted with long straight hairs, with a short, wide, membranous 
sheathing base; blade broadly deltoid, 6-8 mm. diam., rather deeply 
3 lobed or divided into 3 lobed segments, the lobes rounded, or the 
lower ones toothed at the base; margins ciliolate. Flowers single, 
sessile or with a short scape, 3-^ mm. diam,; sepals 5, ovate, obtuse, 
membranous; petals 5, yellow or greenish, slightly exceeding the 
sepals, oblong, obtuse, clawed, with a single minute gland. Fruiting 
head 5-6 m.m. diam., usually sunken amongst the leaves; achenes 
2 mm., diam. or less, glabrous, slightly compressed, the hooked style 
not hardening, the beak short and stout, obliquely placed. 

Habitat: Stream banks and moist ground. 

Type specimen from the banks of Freshwater Rivei*, Stewart 
Island, in the Herbarium, Plant Research Bureau, Wellington. 

The plant flowers throughout summer and autumn, and spreads 
rapidly, both vegetatively and by seed, in cultivation. It differs 
from the type in leaf shape and in the almost sessile character of 
the flowers and fruits. 

Leguminosae. 

Gorallospartium crassicaule (Hook, f.) J. B. Armst. 

Plants collected at Mt. Torlesse and Lake Ohau by Haast and 
at Lindis Pass by Hector and Buchanan were described by Hooker 
(1864 t- 48) as Ca/rmichaelia crassicaulis. Armstrong (1880-333) 
■erected the genus Gorallospartium for its reception, and he stated 
that O. crassicaule occurred “ in numerous localities in the Alps of 
Nelson, Canterbury, and Otago.” Kirk (1899-107) described 
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specimens collected by Bncbanan at Lindis Pass as var. raccmosaj 
but be retained that locality also as one of the habitats for the 
species. We have not seen specimens from L. Ohau, where var. 
raccvnosa might be expected to occur, but to establish a definite 
habitat we accept Haast’s Mt. Torlesse specimens as the type of 
the species. The branchlets of C. crassicaule are bronze green, 
often yellowish in repressed or dried specimens, 5 mm. diam., com¬ 
pressed, rounded at the edges and closely striated. The inflorescence— 
rhachis, pedicels and calyx—are densely woolly pubescent, the calyx 
teeth are rounded, and the flowers are nearly 1 cm. long. The 
species occurs in arid districts in Canterbury and Central Otago. 

Var. racemosa T. Kirk. 

The variety is much like the species, and we cannot support 
Cockayne and Allan (1927-50) in according it specific rank. The 
branchlets are narrower 4 mm. diam., less rigid than those of the 
species, darker bronze green, and striated by narrower lines. The 
flowers, described by Kirk (loc. cit ) as “ less than ^in. long,” are 
1 cm. long, equalling or even slightly exceeding those of the species, 
and the inflorescence'is similarly pubescent, but the calyx teeth are 
longer and acute. The variety is separated from the species by its 
narrow, less rigid branchlets and by the acute calyx teeth. Its 
distribution is not yet well known, but it occurs in less rigid 
situations than those occupied by the species. Our specimens and 
plants were collected at lindis Pass and from grassland slopes to 
the west of L. Wakatipu. 

Geraniaceae. 

Geranium microphyllum Hook. f. 

To the type of O. microphyUimt we refer plants with the open, 
cuneate, acutely segmented leaves of Hooker’s ^1844—8—t 5) illustra¬ 
tion, found in moist grassland ard swainjjs above 400 m. altitude, 
and common in sphagnum bogs on the hills near Dunedin. The 
loAver portion of the peduncles are sparingly hairy, but the upper 
portion, and the pedicels and calyx, are densely clothed with retrose 
glandular hairs. The carpels are silky and the seed obscurely 
striated. 

Var. obtusatum var. nov. 

Foliis fere orbiculatis brunneis vel fuscis pubescentibus pro- 
funde angusteque incisis, pedicellis calycibusque pubescentibus 
distinguitur. 

Leaves orbicular or broader than long, brownish or reddish 
broAvn, pubescent by tine retrose hairs; segments 3-5 lobed, petioles, 
peduncles and pedicels pubescent. Flowers white; calyx with long 
hairs. Carpels silky. S'eed striated. 

Habitat: Grassland from near sea-level to 900m. 

Type specimen from Flagstaff Hill, near Dunedin, in the 
Herbarium Plant Research Bureau, Wellington. 

A common grassland plant easily separated from the form we 
refer to the type. 

Var. discolor var. nov. 

Foliis supra fulveis flavo-maculatis, late incisis, pedicellis parce 
pilosis distinguitur. 
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Petioles dotted with spreading hairs. Blade ronnded, broader 
than long, with 5-7 openly divided segments and the sinns rather 
wide, yellowish brown above, mottled with pale yellow, spring y 
strigose, paler beneath and almost pubescent; segments with d-h 
rounded lobes or the outermost lobes subacute; peduncles and pedicels 
sparingly pilose. Flowers white; calyx with long haars. Carpels 
dotted with minute hairs. Seeds striated. 


Habitat: Moist shaded valleys and bush margins. , 

Type specimen from the Port Hills near Christchurch, in the 
Herbarium Plant Research Bureau, Wellington. 


The variety was first shown to us by Mr. W. B. Brockie, and 
with him we collected it on the Port Hills and in the tributary 
valleys of the Hope River, near Hanmer. 


Geranium sessilifl-orum Cav. 

It is apparent, by his inclusion of both the 
qlabriim in the New Zealand fiora, that Cheeseman (1925-534) did 
not fullv appreciate Knuth's (1906-534) conception of a coinpound 
species Vith its type, equally with other differing forms given a 
varietal name. Knuth separated G sessiliflorum ^d^ 4 varietal 
headings, and the present authors are obliged to Dr. H. H. AUan, 
Wellington, for copies-of the descriptions and a note regarding tne 
illustration of var. typicum. 

G. sessiliflorum Cav. var t3T)icum R. Kjiuth “ Pedunculi petiolique 
retro-adpresse pilosi. Indumentum foliorum densum, sed non 
argenteum—Pig. 15.” 

The plate shows 3 branches with the flowers very numerous 
and densely massed at their tips, the terminal branch in fi^ flower 
and the laterals in bud. The author makes no menti^ of its occur¬ 
rence in New Zealand, but aUows it a wide range in South America 
from “ Peru und Bolivia durch Chile bis Argentinien und Patagonia; 
auf alpinen Matten.” Plants with this densely floriferous habit are 
not known in New Zealand. Var. lanatum and var. compactum are 
South .American plants known only from specimens collected m 
Bolivia, and var. gldbrnm of “ New Zealand and Tasmania is then 
the only described representative of the species left for inclusion in 
the flora. Without a varietal name that would distinguish the 
form to which the all-embracing epithet is applied, the specific term 
G.. sesdliflortim has, in Knuth’s sense, no meaning and it must be 
removed from the fiora. 


Var. maculatum var. nov. 

Laminis supra purpurei-maculatis, floribus puniceis breviter 
pedieellatis distinguitur. 

An openly leafy plant with the petioles long, sub-erect or 
spreading, slender. Leaves openly segmented; segments broad, 3—5; 
lobes rounded, mucronate, greyish green, the upper surface 
blotched at the base and irregularly spotted with purple, closely 
dotted with retrose hairs, lower surface of even colour, more closely 
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hairy and when yonng the whole under surface and the tips of 
the petioles almost concealed, older petioles more or less closely 
dotted, the peduncles and pedicels short, densely covered with white 
hairs. Flowers pink; calyx almost concealed by long hairs, 
carpels silky. 

Habitat : Lake shores subject to flooding. 

Type specimen from the shores of Lake Lyndon, between the 
grassland and the lake, in the Herbarium Plant Research Bureau, 
Wellington. 

Best recognised by the colouring of the leaves and the shortly 
pedicelled pink flowers. 

Var. arenarium var. nov. 

Var. glabri simile sed omnino molle aliquantulum carnosum, 
foliis glaucis. 

Similar in habit to var. glahrum, but everywhere soft and 
somewhat fleshy. Leaves orbicular, closely lobed, divided at the 
base, unusually appressed to the ground, petioles and peduncles 
tinged with purple; blade pale glaucous grey, softly and finely pilose. 
Flowers white. 

Habitat : Sand dunes at Stewart Island and the east coast of 
Otago. ^ 

Type specimen from Paterson’s Inlet, Stewart Island, in the 
Herbarium Plank Research Bureau, Wellington. 

Cockayne (1909-55), who was of opinion that “if constant 
from seed it should have a name,” considered this to be a more 
robust plant than var. glabrum, with longer petioles and peduncles, 
but such characters are dependent upon the number of stems 
branching from the rootstock and large plants form rounded leafy 
masses with their petioles and peduncles elongated to reach the sur¬ 
face. The leaves of small plants lie close to the ground and the 
flowering stems are short. Seeds dispersed by plants in cultivation 
are constant in character, 

Elaeocarpaceae. 

Aristotelia fniticosa Hook. f. var. rigidula var. nov. 

Frutex arte divaricatus, c. 1 m. altus; ramuli fusci, apicibus 
versus pubescentes, denique cornei. Folia adulta 2-4—^faseiculata, 

1 cm. longa, 5-8 mm. lata, late oblonga vel obovata, nonnunquam fere 
orbiculata, Integra, brevissime petiolata. Flores masculi 3-6 race- 
mulose aggregati, pedicellis abbneviatis. Flores feminei solitarii, 
bracteis, 2-4, lineari-lanceolatis praeditis, 

A densel}’^ divaricating shrub to 1 m. or more tall; branchlets 
reddish brown, pubescent at the tip.s, .short, strongly reflexed, taper¬ 
ing to thorn-like tips. Leaves in fascicles of 2-4 on short arrested 
branchlets, on juveniles or on adventitious shoots 2—3 cm, long, 
1-1-5 cm. broad, ovate lanceolate or oblong lanceolate, irregularly ’ 
and sharply serrate; adult leaves 1 cm. long, 5-8 mm. broad, broadly 
oblong or obovate, sometimes almost orbicular, entire or in shade 
occasionally obscurely sinuate or roughly serrate; petioles short, 
slender; blade thin, glabrous and shining above, lighter beneath 
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and the reticulation evident. Male flowers 3-6, 2 m m . diam., 
crowded on short, mimitely pubescent, drooping racemes, bright 
pink or almost white; pedicels short, as long as the flowers, minutely 
pubescent;, sepals 4, oblong, obtuse, pink or greenish, half the 
length of the petals; petals broadly obovate to almost orbicular, 
concave, irregular emarginate. Stamens 4-6, crowded on short 
filaments, shorter than the petals. Female flowers single, drooping, 
with 2—4 linear lanceolate bracts at the base. Ovary glabrous, 
conical, extended into a 2 lobed, pink style equalling the petals. 
Berries globose, 5 mm. diam,, changing colour from the green state 
through white and red to ripen black. Seeds 2, semi-spherical, 2 mm. 
diam., black, reticulated. 

Habitat: Exposed or stony slopes. 

Type specimens from Flagstaff Hill near Dunedin, in the 
Herbarium Plant Research Bureau, Wellington. 

Cheeseman^s (1925-559) note “ frequently solitary ” regarding 
the flowers of AristoteUa fruiicosa suggests male and female flower¬ 
ing specimens. 

In the wetter districts of the South Island it is a more or less 
erect plant, or it may be stunted on exposed ridges, but never is 
it comparable in form with var. rigidvla, of which we have speci¬ 
mens also from the head of the Otekaieke River, Dansy's Pass, 
Central Otago. 

Lacking flowers or fruits the variety is difficult to distinguish 
from Coprosma crassifolia. 

Aristotelia erecta Buch. 

Cheeseman (1925-559) refers Buchanan’s species to the 
synonymy of A. frnticosa, but from the description (1871-209) of 
its leaves, “ 2 in. to 2i in. long,” it would appear to be one of the 
many forms of A. serrata x fruticosa. 

Onagraceae. 

Epilobium parviflorum sp. nov. 

Herba parva pallide viridis, 10-20 cm. alta, parce ramosa, 
caulibus sanguineis inferne lignescentibus, e basi arcuata aseendenld- 
bus, minute bifariam pubescentibus. Folia inferior a 0-5—1 cm. 
longa, ovata vel ovato-oblonga, apice rotundata, Integra vel denli- 
culis vix indicatis munita, glabra, opposita, petiolis brevibus basi 
connatis. Folia superiors opposita, floralibus nonnumquam exceptis, 
ovato-lanceolata, acuta, manifeste dentata. Flores 3-4, in axillis 
supremis dispositi, parvi, fere sessiles; petala alba; calycis lobis 
lanceolatis apice obtusis, stigmate cylindrico. Capsula 2-4 mm. 
longa, glabra, pedicellis 3 cm. longis vel ultra; seminum testa 
papillosa. 

A small pale-green plant 10—20 cm. high, sparsely branched 
from a semi-woody base, decumbent and the stems ascendent. 
Stems red, minutely bifarionsly pubescent. Leaves at the base 
crowded, 0-5-1 cm. long, ovate or ovate oblong, rounded at the tip, 
entire or obscurely toothed, glabrous, opposite; petioles short, 
connate at the base; upper leaves opposite or alternate, ovate lanceo- 
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late, acute, conspicuously toothed. Flowers few, 3—4 in the axils 
of the upper leaves, small, 5 mm. diam., white, almost sessile but 
the peduncle elongating .to 3 cm. or more in fruit; calyx lobes red¬ 
dish, lanceolate, with the tips blunted, shorter than the petals; 
stigma cylindrical. Capsule 2—4 cm. long, glabrous. Seeds minute, 
papillose, ridged. 

Hahitat : Grassland on hills on the eastern side of Otago, 
300-800 m. altitude. 

Type specimen from Flagstaff Hill, near Dunedin, in the 
Herbarium Plant Research Bureau, Wellington. 

A small sparingly branched plant, extremely common in grass¬ 
land. 

U MBELLIFERAE. 

Anisotome aromatica Hook. f. var. incisa T. Kirk. 

Kirk’s variety is described from plants collected at the Broken 
River, Canterbury. Our specimens from limestone at Woodside 
Creek, Marlborough, appear to answer his description exactly. 

Angelica trifoliolata (Hooker f.) Ckn. 

Birch Hill, Awatere Valley, Marlborough, from Mr. W. B. 
Broekie. 

Gentianaceae. 

Liparophyllum gunnii Hook. f. 

Boggy places at Lake Minerva, near Fowler Pass. 

Apocynaeeae, 

Parsonsia capsularis Forst. f. var. tenuis var. nov. 

A var. rosea differt foliis linearibus vel lineari-lanceolatis, 3-8 cm. 
longis, 3-4 mm. latis, irregulariter lobatis. 

A slender twining climber, with its stems often ropelike, 
entwined; branchlets pubescent; purplish, 1 mm. diam. Leaves 
linear or linear lanceolate, 3—8 cm. long, 3^ mm. broad, acute or 
subacute, irregularly and unequally lobed, with the lobes decreasing 
in size from base to tip, purplish, glabrous and shining above, green 
and the midrib purplish beneath, with the petiole erect and the blade 
spreading at right angles, rather thick, coriaceous. Occasional leaves 
small, 1 cm. diam., orbicular and emarginate. Flowers small, 4 mm. 
diam., in short few flowered cymes at the tips of lateral branchlets 
or single and opposite in the axils of the leaves; bracts subulate, 
equalling the pedicels; pedicels short, 3 mm. long; calyx 3 mm. long, 
teeth subulate, thickened at the base; corolla tube equalling the calyx 
teeth, barely 2 mm. long, rosy red;' limb 4-5 partite; lobes 3 mm. 
long, spreading, lanceolate and acute, often apparently oblong and 
truncate at the tip by recurving, white or pinkish, rosy red at the 
base, anthers exceeding the corolla tube. Capsule not seen. 

Habitat: Inland terrace scrub in dry situations. 

Type specimens from the Tasman Valley, in the Herbarium 
Plant Research Bureau, Wellington. 

Raoul (1846-17) illustrates his P. rosea with the linear almost 
entire leaves of P. capsularis and on Banks Peninsula similar plants 
may have rosy coloured or white flowers. 
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Boraqinaceae. 

Myosotis pygmaea Col. var. minutiflora var. nov. ... • 

Inter omnes varietates specie! canlibns densissune f oliatis, floribus 
miniitis mimerossimis distinetissima. 

A small sparingly strigose, densely leafy, much branched, green 
or brownish annual forming close rounded patches to 8—10 cm. diam. 

Stems numerous, 3—7 cm, long, crowded on a short rootstock, 
branching, prostrate, with the tips ascendant and the branches over¬ 
lapping. Roots long and wiry. Radical leaves linear oblong 
spathulate, 1-2 cm. long, 2 mm. broad, with a broad, flat petiole as 
long as the blade, dotted with long, white, pointed, strigose hairs; 
midrib deeply sunken above, prominent beneath. Stem leaves 
crowded, alternate, linear obovate, 1 cm. long, 2 mm. broad, obtuse, 
closely imbricating, distichous, sessile by a broad, membranous, 
sheathing base. Flowers solitary, numerous, one at each of the leaf 
axils, minute, 1 mm. diam. with the limb spread, pale yellow, sessile. 

Calyx densely covered with long strigose hairs, deeply divided, 
inflated, enlarging to 3 mm. long in fruit; lobes obovate, suddenly 
narrowed to an acute tip. Corolla tube cylindrical, reddish, exceeding 
the calyx; lobes rounded; scales wide, not inflated. Anthers ovate, 
acute, altogether included in the tube. Nutlets minute, ovate acute, 
shining, dark brown to almost black. 

Habitat: Moist ground at lake shores. 

Type specimen from Lake Lyndon, in the Herbarium, Plant 
Research Bureau, Wellington. 

The variety differs from all the many forms of the species by its 
densely leafy stems and the many minute flowers. 

Myosotis tenuis sp. nov. 

Herba annua tenella prostrata, caulibus numerosis inferne 
aliquantulum lignescentibus, gracilibus, 1 mm. diam., 10—20 cm. 
longis vel ultra, purpureis, strigosis, multiramosis, apice adscen- 
dentibus. Folia remota, alternata, 6-10 mm. longa, viridia, nonnum- 
quam brunneo-tincta, infra pallidiora, venae medio manifeste, utrinque 
strigosae, petiolis applanatis, laminis orbicularibus, 4-6 mm. (Ram., 
breviter apiculatis. Flores solitarii, 3 mm. longi, 4 mm. diam.; 
pedicellis 1—2 mm. longis, mollissime pubescentibus, in fructu 1 cm. 
longis. 

Calyx 2 mm. longus, strigosus, prof unde 5— lobatus, lobis 
linearibus, obtusis. Corolla alba fauce flava, tubo paulo excedens, 

2 mm. longo, squamis 5 lunatis, lobis rotundatis. Stamina sub squamis 
affixa, filamentis antheris brevioribus, ad squamarum apices vix - 
pertinentia. Nuculae ovoideae, nitentes, compressae, atrobrunneae, 
marginibus tenuibus. 

A slender, jDrostrate annual with many long, slender stems from 
a short woody base. Stems woody, slender, 1 mm. diam.; purplish, 
strigose, branching and rebranching, spreading and interlacing, 
ascending at the tips, 10—20 cm. or more long, with the nodes widely 
spaced. Leaves remote, alternate, small, 6—10 mm. lonjg, green, often 
tinged with brown, paler beneath and the midrib evident, more or 
less strigose on both surfaces; petiole as long as or much shorter than 
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the blade, slender, flattened; blade orbicular 4r-6 mm. diam., shortly 
apiculate. Flowers solitary from the stems, opposing the alternate 
leaves, small, 3 mm. long with the limb spread, 4 mm. diam., white, 
with a yellow throat; pedicels slender, 1-2 mm. long, softly pubescent 
elongating to 1 cm. in fruit; calyx 2 mm. long, strigose, 5 lobed to 
near the base; lobes linear, obtuse, pink tipped; corolla tube slightly 
exceeding the calyx, 2 mm. long, stoutly funnel shaped; throat with 
5 large lunate scales, limb divided into 5 rounded lobes; stamens 5, 
inserted below the scales; filaments shorter than the anthers, spreading 
at right angles from the tube; anthers elliptic, narrowed to the ends, 
erect, the tips barely reaching the level of the scales. Nutlets ovoid, 
smooth and shining, compressed and the margins thin, dark brown or 
almost black. 

Habitat: Open sparsely covered sunny slopes. 

Type specimen in the Herbarium Plant Research Bureau, Wel¬ 
lington, from the Wairoa Gorge, Nelson. 

The much-branched woody character of this slender plant differs 
from all other of the endemic species. Flowers appear in a succession 
as the stems elongate and flowers and ripe fruits may be collected 
from a single stem. 

Myosotis macrantha Hook. f. et Benth. var. diversa var. nov. 

Foliis radicalibus 5-7 cm. longis, 1-1*5 cm. latis, obovato- 
spathulatis, floribus intus albis vel ochroleucis, extus purpureis j 
coroUae tubo 1*5 cm. longo, gracile, infundibuliforme distinguitur. 

Perennial, clothed everywhere with appressed or spreading or 
curved white hairs. Rootstock stout; flowering stems numerous, 
erect or ascending, rather stout, sparingly leafy. Radical leaves thin, 
5—7 cm. long, 1-1*5 cm. broad, obovate spathulate, rounded at the 
tip, narrowed to the petiole, light green above, paler green beneath 
and the midrib evident, both surfaces covered with appressed or 
curved hairs; petiole 4 mm. broad, equalling the blade; cauline leave® 
linear obovate, obtuse, pubescent, sessile. Racemes simple, hirsute, 
scorpioid, many flowered, in a dense capitate head, elongating in fruit. 
Flowers 2 cm. long, 8 mm. broad, white or yellowish white Inside, 
purple or purplish outside; pedicels short, 1 mm. long; calyx 6 mm, 
long, hirsute, divided to the receptacle into 5 oblong obtuse lobes f 
corolla trumpet shaped; tube 3 times the length of the calyx, 1*5 cm. 
long, slender, lower § cylindrical, gradually expanded towards the 
limb; throat with 5 small scales; lobes 3 mm. long, dightly less in 
breadth, rounded at the tips. Stamens inserted below the scales; fila¬ 
ments rather stout, twice as long as the anthers; anthers wholly above 
the scales, elliptic, narrowed to subacute tips. Style slender, as long 
as the limb. Fruits not seen. 

Habitat: Stony debris. 

Type specimen from the slopes of Mt. Pollux, at the head of the 
Wilkin River, Lake Wanaka. 

The variety differs from other forms of the species in its leaf 
shape, in the colour and shape of its flowers and especially in its- 
long, slender, trumpet-shaped corolla tube. 
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SOROPHULiABIAOEAE. 

Glossostigma elatinoides Benth. 

Our specimens from seeps on the shores of Lake Manapouri have 
pale or reddish brown leaves, blue flowers 2 mm. diam., and exserted 
stamens. 

Hebe menziesii Benth. 

Near Lake Minerva, head of Freeman Eiver, Lake Manapouri, 
as Hehe scrub on grassy flats. 

Hebe lapidosa Simpn. et Thomn. 

Kowai Eiver, Marlborough, 600 m. alt. 

Hebe subfulvida sp. nov. 

Frutex glaber, 1-3 m. altus vel ultra, rami seniores fulvi, 
apicibus versus foliati, eicatricosi; rami hornotini cinnamomei, patuh, 
minute bifariam pubescentes, lineis angustis atris circumdati. Folia 
opposita deeussata nonnumquam recurvata, 2 cm. longa, 4-5 mm. 
lata, anguste elliptieo-oblonga vel lanceolata, acuta, basi rotundata, 
breviter petiolata, flavo-viridia, supra leviter concava, nervo medio 
utrinque- pagina impressa, marginibus integris. Inflorescentia 
corymbose raeemosa, ramulis 3—4, minute glanduloso-pubescentibus, 
braeteis lanceolatis acutis, floribus 8 mm. longis, 8 mm. diam., pedi- 
cellis =fc 2 mm. longis. Calyx 4-partitus, 2 mm. longus, lobis ovatis 
acutis, marginibus membranaceis ciliolatis. Corolla alba, tubo 4 mm. 
longo, lobis ovatis, obtusis, 3 mm. longis. Capsula oblonga, acuta, 
6 mm. longo, compressa. 

A much branched erect or spreading glabrous shrub 1-3 m. or 
more high. Branches brownish yellow, marked by old leaf scars, 
leafy toward the tips; young branches yellowish, minutely bifariously 
pubescent, ringed with dark narrow lines at the leaf bases. Leaves 
opposite and decussate at intervals of about 5 mm., spreading, often 
recurved; 2 cm. long, 4^5 mm. broad, narrow elliptic oblong to 
lanceolate, acute, rounded at the base, shortly petiolate, yellow green, 
shallowly concave above, rounded beneath, the midrib sunken on both 
surfaces; margins entire. Eacemes in one or two opposite pairs near 
the tips of the branches, 4 cm. long, exceeding the leaves, corymbosely 
branched in 3—4 opposite branchlets and a terminal one, minutely 
glandular pubescent; bracts narrow linear lanceolate, acute. Flowers 
8 mm. long, 8 mm. diam. with the limb spread; bracts lanceolate, 
acute, equalling or shorter than the pedicels; pedicels unequal, 
dr 2 mm. long; calyx 4 partite, smaB, 2 mm. long; segments ovate, 
acute, with ciliolate membranous margins; corolla white; tube'much 
exceeding the calyx, 4 mm. long; lobes ovate, obtuse, 3 mm. long; 
stamens 2, exserted to nearly the length of the limb; style slender, 
equalling the stamens. Capsule oblong, acute, 6 mm. long, compressed. 

Habitat: Stream banks and forest margins at the Pelorus, 
Maitai and Tinline Valleys. 

Type specimen from the Pelorus Valley, Nelson, in the Herbarium 
Plant Eesearch Bureau, Wellington. 

This is, in the main, the H. menziesii of Cheeseman^s Manual 
(1906-512), and the comments of Cockayne and Allan (1927-25) 
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■with regard to its status are significant, ** We greatly doubt -wrhether 
the species, as defined in the Manual, is Bentham^s, -which was based 
on material collected at Dusky Sound by Menzies.” The present 
authors’ (1942-27) restriction of M. menzieii to the Fiord and part 
of the South Otago Botanical Districts left the very different Nelson- 
Marlborough plant without a name. 

Hebe lycopodioides (Hook, f.) Ckn. et Allan var. patula var. 

nov. 

Fruticiilus typo similis sed parvior, c. 10 cm. altus, caulibus 
deeumbentibus, ramis gracilibus, ± 2 mm. diam. 

A small closely branched spreading shrub forming rounded 
patches 10 cm. high; stems decumbent and rooting, ringed by leaf 
scars; branches slender, 2 mm. diam. -with the leaves on, spread¬ 
ing or erect, somewhat recurved at the tips, conspicuously tetragonous. 
Heaves densely quadrifariously imbricated, erect, opposite pairs 
pubescent, connate at the base, thick and coriaceous, obovate, 
deltoid, 3mm. long, keeled at the back, or on juveniles, longer 
toothed or almost pinnatifid; margins cartilagineous, ciliolate, -with 
a short suddenly thickened pointed tip. Flowers sessile at the 
tips of the branches, forming 8—12 flowered oblong heads to 1 cm. 
diam.; bracts similar to but narrower than the leaves, striate by 
thickened nerves, with the upper margins ciliolate and the base 
woolly pubescent; calyx 4 partite to the base, 3 mm. long; segments 
as the bracts; corolla 6 mm. long, 6 mm. diam. across the spreading 
lobes, white; tube short, 3 mm. long, about equalling the calyx, 1 
mm. diam. at the base, wider at the throat; lobes obovate, rounded 
at the tips. Stamens as long as the lobes; style equalling the 
stamens. Ovary minute, globose, glabrous. Capsule oblong, much 
exceeding the calyx, 4 mm. long, 2 mm. broad, compressed. 

HaMtat: Grassland at 1200—1600 m. altitude. > 

Type specimen from the upper slopes of Mt. Technical, above 
Hewis Pass, in the Herbarium Plant Research Bureau, Wellington. 

The authors were acquainted -with the plant on the slopes of 
Mt. Technical, and Mr. W, B. Brockie has specimens in cultivation 
collected on various mountains from Lewis Pass, west of Hanmer, 
southward to Harper Pass at the head of the Hurunui River. He 
finds it to be the common and only form of the species throughout 
that range. 

Hebe dilatata sp. nov. 

Fruticulus prostratus glaber, tegetes 1 m. diam. vel ultra formans. 
Rami seniores brunneo-virides, aspere cicatricosi, ramuli hornotini 
purpurei, bifariam pubescentes. Folia opposita decussataque, 
patentes, recurvata, 1 cm. longa, 6 mm. lata, obovata, oblonga, 
subacuta, basi sessilia ahgustata, crassa, pallide viridia, supra con- 
cava subtus carinata, marginibus integris. Racemi 2-^, axillares, 
1-5 cm. longi, 8-12 flori, floribus fere sessilibus, 4 mm. longis, 5 mm. 
latis, albis; bracteis lanceolatis, acutis. Calyx 2 mm. longus, vix 
2 mm. diam., 4 partitus; segmentis crassis, oblongis, obtusis; 
coroUae tubus 2 mm. longus; lobi 4, patentes, lati, fere orbiculati. 
Capsula obovata, acuta, 4 mm. longa, compressa. 
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A prostrate much branched glabrous shrub spreading to form 
close mats 1 m. or more diam.; older branches greenish brown, 
rough by old leaf scars, ringed with purple at the nodes. Young 
tips purple, bifariously pubescent. Leaves decussate at intervals 
of 3 mm., wide spreading and recurved, 1 cm. long, 6 mm broad, 
obovate-oblong, subacute, narrowed to a sessile base, thick and 
coriaceous, pale green, concave above, keeled beneath, almost 
distichous; margins entire. Racemes 2-4, simple in the axils of the 
upper leaves, short, 1—5 cm. long, not exceeding the leaves, 8—12 
flowered. Flowers almost sessile, small, 4 mm. long, 5 mm. broad 
across the spreading lobes; white; bracts lanceolate, acute, shorter 
than the calyx; calyx 2 mm. long, barely 2 mm. diam., 4 partite, 
segments thick, oblong, obtuse; corolla tube 2 mm. long, about 
equalling the calyx, stout, widest at the throat; limb 4 lobed, 
wide spreading; lobes broad, rounded, almost orbicular; stamens 
2, exserted to half the length of the limb; style slender, longer 
than the limb. Capsule obovate, acute, 4 mm. long, compressed. 

Habitat: Debris slopes. ^ 

Type specimen from near Blue Lake, Garvie Mts., Otago, alti- 
titude 1370 m., in the Herbarium Plant Research Bureau, Welling¬ 
ton. 

Hebe murrellii sp. nov. 

Frutex parvus multiramosus, decumbens vel adscendens, glaber, 
usque ad 0-5 m. altus. Rami seniores 4 mm. diam. peraspere 
cicatricosi; ramuli hornotini virides, foliati, glabri, lineis brunneis 
circumdati. Folia breviter petiolata, arte imbricata, integra, 
patentia, 6-8 mm. longa, 4-5 mm. lata, obovata, obtusa, supra 
concava, subtus carinata. Flores multi, albi, solitarii, apieibus 
ramulorum congesti, subsessiles; bracteis anguste obovatis, 4 mm. 
longis, 1 mm. latis. Calyx 3 mm. longus, 4 — partitus; lobis longis, 
subacutis. Corollae tubus vix 2 mm. longus, lobis ovatis obtusisque, 
patulis, vel deflexis. Ovarium 2 mm. longum, conicum, paulo com- 
pressum. Capsula late obovata, subacuta, 4 mm. longa, 4^ mm. lata, 
compressa. 

A much branched semi-erect or decumbent glabrous shrub, 
about -5 m. high; older branches stout, 4 mm. diam., ± 1-5 cm. 
diam. with the leaves on, very rough by old leaf scars; tips green, 
closely leafy and ringed with brown at the nodes, glabrous and 
not bifariously pubescent. Leaves shortly petiolate, closely 
imbricating, entire, spreading, 6—8 mm. long, 4-5 mm. broad, 
obovate, rounded at the tip, narrowed to a short stout petiole, 
coriaceous, concave above, keeled beneath, attached by a spread¬ 
ing base. Flowers many, small, 5 mm. long, forming an ovoid 
terminal head 2 cm. or more long, almost sessile, solitary in the 
axils of leafy bracts; bracts narrow obovate, 4 mm. long, 1 mm . 
broad; calyx short, 3 mm. long, 4 partite; segments oblong, sub¬ 
acute; corolla white; tube short, barely 2 mm. long; lobes obovate, 
rounded at the tips, spreading and deflexed; stamens as long as 
the limb; style equally the stamens. Ovary 2 mm. long, conical, 
slightly compressed, seated on a ringed disk. Capsule equalling 
the calyx, broadly obovate, subacute, 4 mm. long, 4 mm. broad, 
compressed. 
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Habitat : Moist shaded openings amongst rocks. Altitude 1100 m. 

Type specimen from the Kepler Range at sources of the Free¬ 
man River, near FoAvler's Pass, Lake Manapouri, in the Herbarium 
Plant Research Bureau, Wellington. 

Hebe pauciflora sp. nov. 

Pruticulus parvus arte brachiatus, fere glaber, 10—20 cm. 
longus. Rami prostrati, bifariam pubescentes, 2 mm. diam., 
golum apice adscendentes. Folia arte quadrifariam imbricata,^ per¬ 
sist,entes, patentes, ± 7 mm. longa, 4 mm. lata, ovato-spathulata, 
acuta, petiolis brevibus, nitentia, viridia, Integra, supra concava, 
marginibus incrassatis, pallide flavis, ciliolatis. Flores axillares, 
sessiles, albi, 1 cm. longi, 1 cm. lati, bracteis 4 mm. longis, 2 mm. 
latis, ovato-lanceolatis, marginibus ciliolatis. Calyx 5 mm. longus, 
prof unde 4 — partitus, lobis oblongis vel oblongo-lanceolatis, sub- 
acutis, ciliolatis. CoroUae tubus 2 mm. diam., lobis fere orbiculatis, 

4 mm. latis, deflexis. Antherae magnae, stylus brevis in tubo 
inclusus. Ovarium ovatum, 1 mm. diam, vix compressum. Capsula 
late oblonga, 4 mm. longa, 3 mm. lata, compressa. 

A small subcoriaceous, closely branched, almost glabrous shrub, 
with stems 10-20 cm. long. Stems prostrate, occasionally rooting, 
bifariously pubescent, 2 mm. diam., 1 cm. diam. with the leaves on, 
with the tips only ascending. Leaves closely quadrifariously imbricat¬ 
ing, persistent on the stems, almost distichous, wide spreading, ± 7 
mm. long, 4 m. broad, ovate spathulate, acute, short petioled, shining 
green, entire, concave above, with the margins pale yellowish, thick¬ 
ened and ciliolate, rounded beneath and the midrib paler. Flowers 
4^6 in the asdls of the uppermost leaves, almost sessile, 1 cm. long, 
1 cm. diam. across the spreading lobes, white; bracts small, 4 mm. 
long, 2 mm. broad, ovate lanceolate, ciliolate on the margins; calyx 

5 mm. long, 4 partite almost to the base; segments oblong or oblong 
lanceolate, subacute, ciliolate; corolla tube slightly shorter than the 
calyx, stout, 2 mm. diam.; limb 4 partite; lobes almost orbicular, 
4 mm. broad, recurved; stamens shortly exserted; anthers large, 
purple; style short, included in the tube. Ovary ovate, 1 mm. diam., 
hardly compressed, seated on a ringed disk. Capsule equalling the 
calyx, broadly oblong, 4 mm. long, 3 mm. broad, compressed. 

Habitat: Grassland in open situations. Altitude 1100 m. 

Type specimen from the Kepler Range, near Fowler Pass, head 
of the Freeman River, Lake Manapouri, in the Herbarium Plant Re¬ 
search Bureau, Wellington, 

This species is common in its habitat and is easily mistaken 
for a depressed state of H. murrellii. It has, however, differently 
shaped and almost distichous leaves, few and larger flowers, and 
shorter stamens. We know of no other species with a similar 
paucity of flowers. 

Veronica laxa Simpn. et Thomn. 

Fowler Pass, Kepler Range, Otago. 800 m. alt. 

Oiirisia macrophylla Hook. f. var. robusta comb, nov. = O. robusta 
Col. in Trans. N.Z. Inst., xvii (1886) 246. 
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We are indebted to Mr. E. S. West, Napier, for plants collected 
at the Titiokura Saddle, between Napier and Tanpo, which sub¬ 
stantiate Colenso’s observation of character differing from the plant 
of Mt. Egmont and elsewhere. The leaves are narrowed at the tip, 
the midrib and veining more prominent than in the type, the 
margins bluntly serrate rather than lobed, and the edges of the 
channelled petiole purplish. The lobes of the limb are closely 
placed, their upper surfaces white or pinkish, and their lower sur¬ 
faces distinctly purplish, with the veining darker. 

The variety is amply distinct, but too near O. macrophylla for 
more than varietal recognition. 

In his- later years Colenso no doubt described many trivial 
forms or epharmonic states of well-established species, but that 
phase of bi g work has been over emphasised. We are convinced 
that a re-examination of the plants he described would appreciably 
relieve the synonymy which obscures so much of his work. 

COMPOSITAE. 

Lagenophora barkeri T. Kirk var. multidentata var. nov. 

A typo differt foliis 2-7 cm. longis, 1-1-5 cm. latis, obovatis 
vel obovato-spathulatis, obtusis, glabris vel pilis paucis brevibus; 
laminis sinuatis, vel arte irregulariterque leviter dentatis vel lobatis, 
lobis breviter apieulatis ciliolatisque. 

A slender plant with one or more long slender stems from the 
base; stems one flowered, 10^12 cm. or more long including the 
scape, straggling, glabrous, leafy towards the tip. Leaves alternate, 
2-7 cm. long, 1-1*5 cm. broad, obovate or obovate spathulate, 
rounded at the tip, narrowed to the petiole, glabrous or with a few 
short hairs; petiole as long as the blade; blade sinuate, or closely 
and irregularly shallow toothed, or lobed and the lobes shortly 
apiculate, ciliolate at the margins. Scape 5-8 cm. long, glabrous or 
with a few hairs, pilose under the head, with or without bracts. 
Head =t 6 mm. diam., involucral bracts hyaline, linear, acute, with 
a dark nerve; ray florets numerous. Ripe achenes not seen. 

Habitat: Grass covered openings or edges in rain forest. 

Type specimen from the Freeman River Valley, Lake Manapouri, 
in the Herbarium Plant Research Bureau, Wellington. 

A common species in the Fiord Botanical District, straggling 
amongst grass in moist openings in forest. L. barkeri has scaberulous 
leaves with their margins distinctly but sparsely toothed. 

Brachycome humile sp. nov. 

Herba parva, foliis radicalibus, 1—2 cm. longis, lineari-spathulatis, 
apice versus 1 mm. latis, integris, vel apiee versus denticulis parvis 
paucis munitis, aliquatenus carnosis, glanduloso-maculatis, vel minute 
glanduloso-pubescentibus. Scapi 3 cm. longi, fere filiformes, infra 
glabri, superne glanduloso-pilosi. Capitulum solitarium ± 6 mm. 
diam., phyllaribus 9—10 lanceolatis, marginibus sub-purpureis, 
scariosis.. Ligulae rfc 12, phyllaribus duplo longiores, oblongae, 
obtusae, basi pilosae. Achaenia obovoidea, leviter compressa, paucis 
rigidis pilis praedita, squamas parvas gerentes. 
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A very small tufted plant. Leaves radical, 1-2 cm. long, linear 
spathulate, 1 mm. broad at the tip, entire, or with 1-2 notches on 
one or both margins towards the tip, rather fleshy, gland dotted or 
minutely glandular pubescent. Scapes 1 or more from the base, ± 

3 cm. long, almost filiform, glabrous below, with glandular hairs at 
the tips; heads solitary, ± 6 mm . diam.; involucral bracts 9—10, 
lanceolate; margins purplish, searious. Ray florets about 12, Lwice 
as long as the involucral bracts, oblong, obtuse, yellowish and pilose 
at the base. Achenes obovate, slightly compressed, with a few 
stiff hairs; pappus of small scales. 

Habitat: Snow hollows. 

Type specimen from the summit of Rock and Pillar Range, Otago, 
in the Herbarium Plant Research Bureau, Wellington. 

Smaller in size than R. linearis and differing by larger flowers, 
longer ray florets, by the hairs on the corolla and achenes and the 
distinct pappus scales. 

Brachycome longiscapa sp. nov. 

Herba parva radicibus gracilibus apice in capita plura congesta 
ramosa. Folia radicalia 4—6 cm. longa, 8—12 mm. lata, spathulata 
vel anguste spathulata, aliquantulum carnosa, minute pubescentes, 
atro-viridia; petiolis crassis, supra applanatis, infra conyexis, basi 
dilatatis, l aniinis obovatis, obtusis, in petiolum angustatis, integris 
vel marginibus irregulariter lobatis vel pinnatifidis, nervo medio 
supra immerso, subtus elevato. Scapi stricti 10—20 cm. longi, 
graciles, paUide brunnei vel purpurei, basi glabri, apice versus 
dense glanduloso-puberuli. Capitula 1-5 cm- diam., phyllaribus 
4 mm. longis, oblongis, glanduloso-pilosis, marguubus scariosis. 
Ligulae 8 mm. longae, numerosae, lineari-obovati; flores disci 
virides. Achaenia obovata, compressa, pappi squamis minutis. 

Rootstock short, stout, with many slender roots, branching 
closely to form small dense clumps. Leaves radical, 4—6 cm. long, 
8-12 mm. broad, spathulate or linear spathulate, rather fleshy, dark¬ 
ish green, minutely or mealy pubescent; petiole stout, flattened 
above, rounded beneath, widened at the base, as long as or longer than 
the blade; blade obovate, rounded or blunt at the tip, narrowed to 
the petiole, entire or the margin very irregularly lobed or toothed 
or pinnatifid, the midrib sunken above, prominent beneath. Scapes 
strict, long, 10-20 cm., slender, pale brown or purplish, naked, 
glabrous at the base, closely covered towards the tip with short, 
stout, glandular hairs. Heads 1.5 cm. diam.; involucral bracts 4 
mm. long, in 2 series, oblong, reddish, glandular hairy, with the 
margins searious, rough and blackened; ray florets 8 mm. long, 
numerous, linear obovate, obtuse; disc florets green. Achenes 
obovate, compressed, with minute pappus scales. 

Habitat: Grassland. 

Type specimen from the Upper Shag Valley, near Kyeburn, in 
the Herbarium Plant Research Bureau, Wellington. 

A common grassland plant in the valleys of the Shag and W^ai- 
taki Rivers and their tributaries, Lindis Pass, L. Pukaki, etc. The 
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irregularly margined, mimitely pubescent, darkisb green leaves, 
and the long, slender scapes are unlike those of any other of the 
other species. 

• Olearia crosby-smithiana Petrie. 

Fowler Pass: Common on slopes below the steep drop from 
the summit to the western side. 

Celmisia verbascifolia Hook. f. 

Some Fowler Pass plants of this common Fiord species, growing 
luxuriantly on cleared flats in forest near Lake Minerva, had scapes 
30 cm. or more long, subcorymbosely 6-flowered by long secondary 
scapes from the bracts. The primary scape was usually shorter and 
always much thicker than the branching secondaries. 

Celmisia insignis Martin var. dura var. nov. 

A typo differt foliis brevioribus ± 15 cm. longis, latioribus 7 mm. 
latis, abrupte in apicem apiculatum angustatis, venis manifestis, 
marginibus non recurvatis. 

Leaves shorter, ± 15 cm. long, broader, ± 7 mm., suddeidy 
reduced to an apicidate tip, bronze green and the veins evident, rigid, 
more deeply channelled than those of the species, the margins not 
recurved. 

Hal)itat: Low grassland. 

Type specimen from Lake Man, above Amuri Pass, head of the 
Doubtful River, Hanmer, in the Herbarium Plant Research Bureau, 
Wellington. 

We are acquainted with the variety at this habitat, where it 
was discovered by Mr. W^. B. Brockie in 1935. The leaves of the 
Awatere Valley plant are gradually narrowed to the tip, and their 
margins are recurved. In both forms they are broadened to a hard, 
densely woolly base. 

Celmisia sessiliflora Hook. f. var. exi^a var. nov. 

S^peeiei similis sed minor, foliis ± 8 mm. longis, 1 i^. latis; 
capitulorum pedunculis primum perbrevibus, capitulis, foliis occlusis 
denique elongatis. 

Similar to the species but smaller. Leaves rt 8 mm. long, 1 mm. 
broad. Heads on short petioles, sunken amongst the leaves; petioles 
elongating in fruit. 

Sahitat: Common in sub-alpine grassland on mountains at the 
source of the Freeman River, Lake Manapouri; McKinnon Pass. 
Altitude 1000—1200 m. 

Type specimen, from Fowler Pass, in the Herbarium Plant 
Research Bureau, Wellington. 

The variety spreads into close flat patches in sub-alpine grass¬ 
land in the manner of the species, and it has been confused with 
the densely branched, cushion-forming C. argentea. 

Celmisia argentea T. Kirk. 

By mistakes in identity this species has been recorded from 
stations that would suggest a wide but discontinuous distribution, 
and the various descriptions lack particulars of its growth habit. 
On Mt. Maungatua, the type habitat, Phyllachne colensoi and. 
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Gaimardia setacea are its eompanion plants, and it forms very similar 
low and rounded but silvery grey cushions on moist peat at the 
raised fringes of sub-alpine bog. The many short, closely leafy 
branchlets are 1 cm. diam., sub-globose at the tip, closely compacted; 
the leaves numerous, 3 mm. long, 1 mm. broad at the base, subulate, 
acute, pubescent, with villous membranous sheaths as long as the 
blade. 

Gelmisia lanceolata Ckn. 

Sub-alpine scrub and grassland on hills to the west of Fowler 
Pass, between Lake Manapouri and Bradshaw Sound. 

This fine species, first discovered by Cockayne on the Long- 
wood Range, may range still further to the north and west in the 
Fiord Botanical District. Mr. W. A. Thomson informs us that it 
is common on the mountains to the west of Lake Manapouri. 

Raoulia buchanaui T. Kirk. 

The specimens collected by Buchanan on Mt. Alta lacked 
flowers, and Cheeseman (1925-971) described them from specimens 
collected in other localities. “Heads small, hidden amongst the 
leaves at the tips of the branches.” The heads are 6 mm. diam., 
with dark crimson florets raised slightly above the densely com¬ 
pacted glaucous cushion. 

Raoulia bryoides Hook, f. 

The flower colour is not recorded, but plants collected from 
the Awatere Valley, Marlborough, have whitish florets. 

Abrotanella linearis Bergg. var. apiculata var. nov. 

Folia radicalia 15-20, atro-viridia, 2-3 cm. longa, patula vel 
aliquantulum deflexa, anguste linearia, apiculata, nerve medio 
sulcato, basin versus parcissime rufo-pilosa, vaginis pilis rufis 
longis munitis. Scapi graciles, 5—7 cm. alti, bracteis 2—4 linearibus, 
parce pilosis. Capitula ’4 mm. diam., phyllaribus 15, lineari- 
oblongis, apiculatis, minute pubescentibus, nervo unico, floribus 
dr 25. 

Stems slender, covered by older leaf remains, branching to 
form loose tufts, or the rosettes single or distant. Leaves all 
radical, 15-20, dark green, 2-3 cm. long, loosely spreading or some¬ 
what deflexed, narrow-linear, apiculate, rather soft, grooved at the 
midrib, sparsely dotted with rufus hairs towards the base; sheath¬ 
ing base covered at and below the shoulder with long straggling 
rufus hairs. Scape slender, 5—7 cm. high, with 2—4 linear bracts, 
purplish, sparsely pilose, one flowered, or sometimes 2—3 flowered 
hy forking. Heads 4 mm. diam.; involucral bracts about 15, linear 
oblong, apiculate, minutely pubescent, with a single nerve; florets 
about 25. Females small, thickened at the base, deeply 4 lobed; 
males larger, ovate, lobes not spreading. Achenes elavate, 4 
angled, dotted with thick hairs. 

Habitat: Moist mossy rock faces at the sources of the Freeman 
River, near Fowler Pass, Lake Manapouri. Altitude 1000—1200 m. 

Type specimen in the Herbarium, Plant research Bureau, 
""Wellington. 
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The plant figured by Berggren has linear spathulate, flatter 
and wider leaves with rounded tips. 

Senecio bellidioides Hook, f. var. crassus var. nov. 

Varietas foliis atro-viridibus vel rufo-viridibus, carnosis, 
fragilibus, rugosis, facile distinguitur. 

Rootstock stout 1 cm. diam., much rooted, rough by old leaf 
scars. Leaves dark green, or reddish green, 3—5 cm. long, 2—3 
cm. broad, thick, fleshy and brittle, closely dotted with white jointed 
hairs; petiole purplish, very short, ciliate at the margins, suddenly 
widened into a thick broad base; blade broadly oblong to almost 
orbicular, flat, rough by deeply sunken reticulation, light green 
below and the midrib and reticulation prominent; margins with 
stout purple bristles intermingling with white hairs; hydathodes 
stout, purple. Scapes 2 or more, one flowered, 6-8 cm. long, stout, 
purplish, pubescent; cauline leaves in one opposite pair near the 
base, 1-5 cm. long, ‘0-5 cm. broad, obovate spathidate; bracts 3-4, 
alternate, linear spathulate. Heads 3 cm. diam.; involucral bracts 
numerous, linear oblong, subacute, with purplish tips, pubescent, 
d.otted with stout purple bristles; ray florets numerous, bright 
yellow, 1-5 cm. long, 3 mm. broad, truncate or 3 lobed or toothed 
at the tip; disc florets yellow green; filaments and anthers purple. 
Achenes terete, rounded at the base, glabrous; pappus hairs 
scabrid. 

Hahitat: Peat bog. 

Type specimens from Table Hill, Stewart Island, in the Her¬ 
barium Plant Research Bureau, Wellington. 

The variety is easily recognised by its thick, fleshy, brittle, 
rugose, dark green or reddish green, rounded leaves. It may be 
endemic in Stewart Island, or extend to other outlying islands. 
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